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It takes thoughtful deliberation and evaluation to choose 

a learning management system (LMS) that will meet your 

school district’s needs today and for years to come.

According to a Gartner study, “by year-end 2025, 90% of 

U.S. public school districts will leverage a combination of 

in-person & digital remote learning for regular and ongoing 

instruction.” With the LMS at the center of a modern 

educational ecosystem, it’s vital that the system serves as 

the foundation for teaching and learning and allows districts 

to plan, innovate, and scale as education evolves. 

Ultimately, your LMS should provide educators with the right 

tools to ensure a rich, personal learning experience for all 

students while keeping teachers, students, administrators, 

and families engaged, connected, and communicating.

An LMS evaluation gives districts the opportunity to reflect 

on how their initiatives and goals intersect with LMS 

offerings and whether the system can grow, scale, and meet 

the needs of its entire learning community.

Here are six considerations when evaluating the right 

solution for your district’s student, teacher, administrative, 

and technology needs.

1.  Reimagine Teaching and Learning, and What 

Tech Can Do For Your Classroom

2.  Support All Learners

3.  Empower Educators To Focus On What 

Matters Most — Their Students

4.  Seek Seamless Integration

5.  Demand Security, Accessibility, Reliability, 

And Scalability

6.  Choose A Partner, Not a Vendor
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Reimagine Teaching 
and Learning, and 
What Tech Can Do For 
Your Classroom  
Over the course of the pandemic, teachers and 

students were asked to do things they’d never done 

before. Teachers learned new technologies and 

instructional strategies, and students had to take more 

ownership of their learning. In many ways, education 

has evolved faster than we could’ve imagined and 

has given way to a more measured and thoughtful 

approach to intentionally designed digital learning. This 

paradigm shift has reinforced the idea that technology 

can and should serve as the fountain for schools 

and districts to scale teaching practices and build 

curriculum upon.

Moving forward, schools need to provide a consistent, 

familiar “digital classroom” that is accessible whenever, 

wherever students are ready to learn. During 

the evaluation process, be sure that the learning 

management system can serve as the foundation for 

teaching and learning and support effective pedagogy, 

improved communication, and a guaranteed, viable 

curriculum—all of which support equity for all learners.

1

According to Instructure’s 
State of Teaching and 
Learning in K-12 Education, 

81% 
of educators believe that 
technology will become 
increasingly important 
in teaching and learning 
moving forward.

What Canvas provided was this 

wonderful platform for quality 

instruction to happen all hours of 

the day.

SUSAN HOROWITZ
Principal of Ford Middle School 

at Allen Independent School District

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook


Why 
Canvas 
LMS?

Key Evaluation Questions

n How can we utilize technology to deliver more 

meaningful learning experiences?

n How can a full-featured LMS streamline our 

administrators’ and teachers’ workflows?

n Can we use an LMS to not only improve the quality of 

blended and online learning but complement our face-

to-face learning as well?

n How can we increase access and flexibility of learning 

materials to our students?

n Does the LMS foster strong communication and 

collaboration between staff, students, and families?

n Will the LMS help us adapt quickly to accommodate 

unexpected changes or disruptions to teaching and 

learning and support instructional continuity?

With intuitive features and hundreds of 

integrations, using Canvas LMS as a centralized 

hub for learning means all online learning 

tools are connected in one location. Teachers 

can focus on instruction, and students focus 

on learning the content, not the technology. 

Teachers have the freedom to teach and 

provide students with differentiated instruction 

to make learning personal for every student—

anytime, anywhere. Canvas LMS provides the 

tools and space needed for teachers, students, 

and families to stay connected while helping 

students of all ages build digital literacy that 

will benefit them throughout their lives. Our 

industry-leading apps for students, teachers, 

and families simplify the user experience and 

allows users to access what they need, when 

they need it.

And just as learning has evolved from the 

traditional brick and mortar experience, 

Instructure has evolved beyond Canvas LMS 

to become the provider of the Instructure 

Learning Platform, a robust platform of solutions 

that make learning more personal and student 

success more equitable. From learning 

management to content, assessment tools to 

integrated analytics, the Instructure Learning 

Platform delivers what you need to support, 

enrich, and connect every aspect of teaching 

and learning.



Support All Learners  
Learning should be personal for every student. And when 

students have equitable access to engaging learning 

experiences through a viable curriculum and high-quality 

instruction, success becomes easier to achieve—whatever 

that may mean for each student.

Keep in mind that the use of learning tools like a learning 

management system should allow teachers to personalize the 

learning cycle to ensure the needs of every student are met. 

When evaluating learning management systems, it’s critical to 

understand that the LMS doesn’t do the work; it’s the delivery 

method that helps forge connections, promote engagement, 

and foster relationships that make learning personal and 

ultimately drive student outcomes.

Look for an LMS that provides a centralized place for learning 

resources, an easy way to connect, communicate, and set 

clear expectations, the ability to give individualized feedback, 

and the flexibility to differentiate instruction and engage 

students regardless of their age, learning style, or location.

2

For students to be successful, they 

need to be engaged. In our 2021 State 

of Teaching and Learning study, the 

overwhelming majority of educators 

surveyed identified student engagement 

as the leading metric of student success 

and expect it to grow in importance next 

year. The right technology coupled with 

innovative instructional strategies is the 

key to increasing engagement.

With Canvas, I feel as if I am in control 

of my learning. Canvas has changed my 

entire high school experience.

YAZMINE OCAMPO

Senior at Presentation High School

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook


Canvas LMS has the power to make learning 

personal and support every student’s success. It 

supports personalized learning by providing tools for 

self-reflection and goal setting, individual learning 

pathways, choice activities, feedback/support, 

differentiated instruction, authentic assessment, and 

learning mastery. 

Canvas LMS keeps everything in one place, so 

students can stay organized and on track and 

can focus on learning the material in front of them 

instead of learning the technology. With Canvas 

LMS, schools and districts can create a dynamic and 

engaging learning environment, enabling students to 

become active participants in their learning journey.

Why 
Canvas 
LMS?Key Evaluation Questions 

n How can we provide learners with a simple, consistent, 

digital learning environment that extends outside the 

walls of the physical classroom?

n Does the LMS facilitate engaging, dynamic learning 

experiences that support diverse learning needs and 

multiple learning styles?

n Can the LMS support the delivery of high-quality content 

and instruction for every student, every day?

n Does the LMS help students stay organized and on track?



Empower Educators To 
Focus On What Matters 
Most—Their Students   
With so much to manage, technology often becomes a 
burden for educators—just another thing on their already 
overloaded plate. Instead, learning technology should 
ease teachers’ workloads and enhance their teaching, 
leading to improved student outcomes.

Educators today need intuitive and easy-to-use tools 
and systems that help them stay organized, streamline 
administrative tasks, simplify teaching activities, 
personalize learning, and target instruction while staying 
in communication with all of the people who impact their 
students. Technology should make a teacher’s job easier 
and enable them to have a real, measurable impact on 
students’ success. An essential step in an evaluation 
process is understanding what teachers want and need 
from a learning management system and what has and 
hasn’t worked for them in the past. This information 
will help schools and districts identify factors that may 
be critical in creating an environment of support and 
adoption of a new LMS.
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85% 
of parents point to 
high-quality instruction 
as the most important 
factor impacting their 
child’s success. 

With Canvas, we have the ability to reach 

more students and individualize our instruction 

more, to differentiate when need be. So it just 

makes it easier to manage and do all those 

tasks, and we’re reaching more than just the 

‘middle student’.

ALEXANDRA GRITH

English teacher at Oshkosh West High School

Looking at social-
emotional factors, 

99% 
of educators and 

91% 
of parents rate “the 
student’s relationship 
with teachers” as the 
top factor, according to 
our 2021 study.

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook


Why 
Canvas 
LMS?

Canvas LMS allows teachers to manage their 
classroom with ease, with time-saving features 
designs, so they focus less on administrative 
tasks and more on teaching. This means 
better instruction and better feedback, leading 
to better student outcomes. From course 
management to grading and feedback, 
collaboration with colleagues to communication 
with students and families, Canvas LMS 
simplifies activities while amplifying teaching so 
that educators can impact student achievement 
in-depth and at scale.

Key Evaluation Questions

n Does the LMS provide time-saving features for teachers?

n What support is available to help teachers create  

and organize engaging courses and content that fuel 

student growth?

n How can an LMS enable and encourage instructional best 

practices, and provide the tools and analytics that allow 

teachers to deliver evidence-based methodologies?

n Can teachers easily connect with the teaching and learning 

tools they already know, use and love?

n Does the LMS support educators in delivering differentiated 

content and instruction to make learning personal for  

every student?



Seek Seamless 
Integration   
A school district needs to be able to create a custom K–12 

learning environment that meets the unique needs of 

their community and improves the educator and student 

experience. Whatever the learning initiative, your LMS 

should be there to support and connect it—from scaled 

curriculum and formative assessment to showcased 

learning and teacher development. 

During an evaluation, it’s essential to understand if the LMS 

allows schools and districts the freedom to customize and 

extend their learning platform, and easily integrate with key 

district systems like the student information system and 

other learning tools that enhance teaching and accelerate 

learning initiatives.

Key Evaluation Questions

n How does the platform integrate with teaching and 

learning tools that the district already uses?

n Is the platform friendly to importing third-party 

content?

n Does the LMS provide an open application 

program interface (API) to support interactions and 

interconnections with third-party tools think SIS,  

AMS, etc.)?

n Is the vendor certified with industry common 

standards such as LTI Advantage to maintain system 

interoperability and extensibility?
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Canvas LMS is the cornerstone of the Instructure 

Learning Platform, the connective education 

solution designed to amplify the power of teaching 

and elevate learning. With open architecture built on 

industry-leading technology, our platform allows you 

to build the right ecosystem for you and integrate 

the tools educators and students need with the 

apps they love in one seamless learning experience. 

And when you select Canvas LMS, you’re not 

just choosing the most open and easy-to-use 

learning management system on the market. You’re 

choosing a team that believes you know what 

works best for your stakeholders and won’t force 

you into a pre-arranged, rigid collection of tools. 

Plus, our open culture is all about partnership. We 

love collaborating with companies that are equally 

committed to learning and innovation. Our partner 

community of over 400 edtech solutions makes our 

products stronger, our customers more successful,  

and teaching and learning more meaningful 

for everyone. 

Why 
Canvas 
LMS?



In our evaluation, Canvas outscored all 

other LMS products. When we tested 

the product, the interface was very 

intuitive and it has very tight integration 

with our Google Apps for Education 

implementation. The way it integrates, 

evaluates and reports learning 

outcomes is unmatched.

BOB MUNSON

Technology Coordinator at Grundy Center 

Community Schools



Demand Security, 
Accessibility, Reliability, 
And Scalability   
According to a Dreambox Learning Study, “The EdTech Efficacy 

Handbook: How to make smart investments that impact student 

achievement,” 90% of school leaders don’t insist on research-

backed evidence of performance before they buy edtech tools. 

A school district should always have confidence that its learning 

platform of choice is reliable, secure, and able to adapt and grow 

along with the district initiatives. 

LMS adoption may be negatively affected if teachers and 

students perceive that it’s unreliable or insecure. If they fear 

outages, slow response times, or the loss of critical data and 

content, they will be less likely to trust and use the platform 

as a secure place for teaching and learning to thrive. More 

so, the learning management system must support changing 

infrastructure and initiatives, grow with the district, and easily 

scale when needed.

A LMS evaluation team should focus both on a vendor’s 

hosting method and the level of guaranteed uptime. An uptime 

guarantee of 99.9%, with little or no exceptions for maintenance, 

upgrades, or a rise in peak usage, is possible. This guarantee 

instills confidence in a learning management platform and 

empowers more teachers and students to engage with 

the technology.

Security should also be top of mind. Examine a vendor’s 

preventative and detective mechanisms, as well as their overall 

processes, controls, and tools. What risk mitigation is in place to 

help ensure your data, people, systems, operations, and products 

are protected.
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When you have to put out fires in your LMS 

constantly, it draws your attention away from 

students. Because Canvas is so reliable, 

teachers can spend more time building 

relationships and creating  

a positive learning culture.

KIRSTEN WILSON

Director of Curriculum and Instruction  

at Virtual Arkansas

https://fs24.formsite.com/edweek/images/WP-DreamBox-The_EdTech_Efficacy_Handbook.pdf


Why 
Canvas 
LMS?

Key Evaluation Questions

n Can the vendor provide evidence of uptime? Do they report 

this publicly?

n How do external developments such as new apps, websites, 

tech initiatives, or teaching methods integrate with the 

prospective learning management platform?

n Does the vendor work with a third party to conduct regular 

security audits and to ensure the safety of your students’ 

data?

n Does the vendor do its part to remain at, and drive, the 

forefront of learning technology?

Canvas LMS was born in the cloud and built to 

deliver the best possible end-user experience along 

with unparalleled reliability and security. We’ve been 

native SaaS from the start and have stayed true to 

our promise of delivering 99.99% uptime. Canvas 

architecture is a multi-tenant system designed to 

scale to tens of millions of users using Amazon Web 

Services. Instructure continually monitors usage, 

system health, and security of Canvas LMS using 

a combination of internal and external monitoring 

systems. Built-in disaster recovery with multiple 

geographic redundancies means no “one” database 

to cause disruption. Whether desktop or mobile, 

mid-day or midnight, holiday break or peak usage, 

snow day or natural disaster, Canvas LMS is there 

for your users when they need to log on to teach, 

learn, and observe.



Choose a Partner,  
Not a Vendor   
Now more than ever, a learning management system is at the core 

of a district’s teaching and learning initiatives, making the LMS 

vendor an integral partner. Beyond evaluation of the technology 

itself, schools and districts should gauge a vendor’s willingness to 

develop a long-term partnership that is responsive, supportive, and 

collaborative. Ensure that the vendor you choose is committed to 

your success. 

Key Evaluation Questions

n Does the vendor have a proven track record for successful 

rollouts, migrations, and long-term partnerships?

n Will the vendor connect you with other customers to hear 

their unfiltered, first-hand experiences?

n Does the vendor do its part to remain at, and drive, the 

forefront of learning technology?

n Is the vendor open with their pricing upfront, including all 

tools or features described in an RFP response?
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Instructure is more than just a software vendor—

we’re a true partner dedicated to improving 

learning outcomes for all students. From its 

inception, Canvas LMS was developed with 

teachers’ and learners’ input to provide an online 

classroom experience like no other. 

When it comes to implementation, we’re ready 

to work with you every step of the way, offering 

more support for your learning technology 

rollout and user adoption strategy than any other 

provider. With a range of technical and learning 

services, as well as a world-class help desk 

staffed by in-house Canvas experts and service-

level agreements to provide quick resolutions 

to questions and problems, we’ve helped 

thousands of schools and can customize our 

services to help you reach your goals. 

We proudly maintain the most active community 

in education with over one million educators 

who continually foster new ways to simplify 

teaching and learning with technology. We’ve 

also developed a suite of offerings to engage 

with and support Canvas customers throughout 

their journey. From Canvas Commons, a massive 

library of learning objects to help instructors build 

courses, to our annual user conferences, no 

other edtech provider is more committed 

 to listening to and partnering with our 

community members.

Canvas is affordable, and we love its open architecture. They 

have a great customer support model and community, and are 

committed to providing a product based on our needs instead of 

just the standard corporate product.

DAVID CAWTHORNE

Director of Technology at Marshfield Public Schools

Why 
Canvas 
LMS?



Now, more than ever, we are 

trying to emphasize that the more 

thoughtful, in-depth use of Canvas 

was not for the pandemic. Canvas 

is the base for all teaching and 

learning. It’s our new foundation.

JUSTIN ANDERSEN

Educational Technology Specialist at Canyons 

School District



Simple. Engaging.  
Open. Reliable.
Canvas by Instructure is designed to deliver 

teaching, learning, and student success through 

an open, extensible digital learning hub. This 

powerful set of highly integrated learning 

products gives institutions all the functionality 

they need and none they don’t. And through 

open APIs and adherence to LTI standards, 

Canvas provides easy integration with a network 

of 400+ education technology partners to 

support your digital campus today and well into 

the future. 

Learn more about how our Canvas offerings—
including Canvas LMS—transform teaching, 
learning, and engagement or request a demo.

 

This fully SaaS learning environment streamlines 

interaction and builds strong relationships between 

teachers and students, whether in the physical, 

blended, or fully online classroom. Districts use 

Canvas to provide access to guaranteed, high-quality 

learning materials across all subjects, ensuring learners 

equitable access within every class.  

This next-generation video learning platform turns 

one-way, passive video into inclusive, engaging, and 

productive virtual classroom discussions. Canvas 

Studio provides a robust set of tools for creating 

and delivering novel interactive digital learning 

experiences. It enables content creation, in-video 

discussions, embedded quizzes, and more. 

A course catalog system and branded marketplace 

that streamlines course registration and enrollment for 

your district’s professional development and community 

resource offerings. 

https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/canvas-lms
https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/canvas-lms/request-demo


Powering the 
World’s Smartest 
Classrooms.
The Instructure Learning Platform makes learning more personal and 

student success more equitable by delivering the solutions you need  

to support, enrich, and connect every aspect of teaching and learning. 

The Instructure Learning Platform includes:

Canvas by Instructure: providing a robust foundation for teaching 

and learning—both in and out of the classroom—for all students, while 

seamlessly integrating with other learning tools.

Mastery by Instructure: bringing together the assessment tools and quality 

content educators need to implement a successful assessment program that 

drives learning forward.

Elevate by Instructure: improving the use of data and technology to help 

solve district challenges and give educators the information they need to 

make impactful decisions.

Impact by Instructure: helping teachers and students adopt educational 

technology to promote deeper engagement with learning.

Learn more at https://www.instructure.com/k-12.


