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Teachers need every tool at their disposal to drive student 

success. Using comprehensive, real-time data—including 

student attendance and behavior information, assessments, 

grades, and more—is an effective way to give teachers the 

visibility they need to make a difference.

But, how to capitalize on data—how to become truly data-

driven—may not be as easy as it seems.

Why is this? One answer is the simple fact that many 

school districts have yet to implement an analytics solution 

capable of providing the meaningful insights teachers 

need. They may generate reports from a single system, but 

the data is usually not integrated and doesn’t represent a 

comprehensive picture of the student.

Another answer reveals even more challenges. Many 

teachers have access to an analytics solution, yet they 

perceive them as slow, difficult to use, or incompatible with 

other applications or systems.

All of this adds up to a situation where teachers don’t 

have access to the data they need to monitor and improve 

student performance.

To help address this issue, we’ve highlighted six strategies 

for using data to improve education outcomes, along with 

how Elevate K-12 Analytics, a comprehensive analytics 

application, can help.

Ways Real-Time 
Data Can Impact 
Student Success 

1  Provide access to the data that matters

2  Make sure you can identify patterns and 

opportunities

3  Perform in the moment analysis

4  Promote personalized learning

5  Provide quick correlations

6  Drive change and empower the development 

of new strategies
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Provide Real-time Access 
to the Data that Matters 
(Hint: It All Matters) 
Data-driven instruction and personalized learning depend on 

comprehensive, timely and actionable data. Administrators and 

teachers alike need access to all the information necessary 

for teaching, learning, and accountability. The trouble is, when 

data is siloed in multiple systems, the full picture of the district 

and its students is unclear. Instead, educators need technology 

that provides real-time integration of data from a multitude of 

key district applications, systems, and data sources—including 

student information systems, assessment management 

systems, state assessment files, special ed applications, 

behavior management systems, gradebooks, and even 

classroom teaching tools.

With real-time, complete visibility, teachers can ask and 

answer essential questions about their students, easily identify 

performance trends or quickly drill down to get the information 

they need.
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HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

No expensive data integrations or 
connectors required. Instead, Elevate K-12 
Analytics integrates the data you need 
from district source systems across SIS, 
Assessments, Special Ed, and many more 
data sources for flexible, rich analysis—
without leaving important information behind.
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Data that had been buried in our SIS, or even 

in various file folders, is now on a Elevate 

dashboard with just a click or two. We are 

now better prepared to serve our school and 

community with the right info at our fingertips.

MELISSA KUMMERER
Project Manager, Regents School of Austin
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90%

Make Sure You Can 
Identify Patterns and 
Opportunities
Once you provide access to all the information needed by 

teachers and administrators across the district, make sure 

the data is presented in a way that enables them to see and 

understand how to help students succeed. 

Educators need a solution that can provide a variety of 

out-of-the-box reports, visualizations, and dashboards so 

they can spend more time teaching—not building charts or 

asking for IT support. Teachers can benefit from dynamic 

watchlists that combine different types of critical data 

and enable them to monitor students proactively and act 

quickly if needed. An effective analytics solution should also 

surface trends and patterns across student performance, 

assessment, socio-economic and other data, identifying 

opportunities for intervention to improve student outcomes.
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90% of teachers support schools using 
data (e.g., student grades, attendance, 
and discipline records) to help identify 
students most at risk of academic failure, 
dropping out of school, or not graduating 
college and career ready.

 [Source: Data Quality Campaign]

HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

Elevate K-12 Analytics provides real-time, 
actionable insights through hundreds of 
pre-defined, research-based metrics, reports, 
and visuals that are configurable for district 
needs—including watchlists, dashboards, 
charts, scorecards, and email notifications. 
Because these outcome-based visualizations 
are delivered out of the box, it’s easy to 
begin monitoring key metrics and accelerate 
insight and action.
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https://dataqualitycampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DQC-Teacher-Poll-06192020.pdf


Perform Real-time 
Analysis 
Let’s face it. After spending so much time reporting state-

required data, your district already knows how challenging it 

can be to collect and report accurate data.

While very important, reporting is just a snapshot in time 

and doesn’t always tell the story or answer all the questions 

about district performance and student achievement.

Imagine that your district generated a report that showed 

average daily attendance was down by 23% last month. 

Down from when? Last month? Last year? Is that a lot? 

Without any context, you don’t know why or how to resolve 

the issue so that the trend doesn’t continue. With other 

data points and the perspective of viewing change over 

time, you’ll do a better job understanding other contributing 

factors. According to the Data Quality Campaign, 91% of 

teachers surveyed said they could identify students who 

are not on track to be successful if they had access to data 

about students’ attendance history, classroom behavior, past 

courses, and grades.

Effective analytics solutions should be able to perform real-

time analysis of relevant data. Think of it this way: reporting 

will tell you what happened, and analysis will tell you why. 

Both are important and necessary to be data-driven
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HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

With Elevate K-12 Analytics, you can 
create watchlists for proactive monitoring 
or set alerts to notify you in real-time 
when thresholds are reached to help you 
take steps to correct potential issues—
before it’s too late.
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78%

86%

Promote Personalized 
Learning
Personalized learning was once viewed as a “nice-to-have” 

item on a school district’s wish list, but the concept has quickly 

built momentum. Now more than ever, personalized learning 

is at the forefront of the minds of educators. Gone are the 

days of one-size-fits-all teaching, where educators give the 

same instruction, assignments, and assessments with little 

variation. Instead, real-time data enables teachers to tailor 

instructional approaches to meet individual students’ strengths, 

weaknesses, needs, and interests. Personalized learning helps 

increase engagement, identify and close achievement gaps, 

and create better student outcomes.

The right analytics solution can help teachers analyze real-

time data to gain valuable insights that become the foundation 

of a personalized learning approach. For example, a teacher 

can use assessment data to monitor an entire class, track 

each student’s performance and identify areas of strength or 

concern. If a student seems to be falling behind, the teacher 

can quickly develop additional strategies and resources to help 

him get back on track. Similarly, a student who performs above 

expectations may benefit from a learning plan that includes 

additional concepts beyond standard learning objectives.
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A report published by the Bill and 
Melinda Gate Foundation showed that 
86% of teachers are constantly looking 
for new ways to engage students based 
on who they are, and 78% believe that 
data can help validate where their 
students are and where they need to go.

[Teachers Know Best: Making Data Work For Teachers and Students]

HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

Teachers can access a dynamic student 
scorecard to get an up-to-date and historical 
profile that includes student grades, 
assessments, and more. Such insights 
prompt opportunities for personalized 
learning and help identify at-risk students 
who might need interventions.
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http://k12education.gatesfoundation.org/resource/teachers-know-best-making-data-work-for-teachers-and-students-2/


Provide Quick 
Correlations?
Often, the information given to educators is relevant only at 

a point in time. State accountability ratings are an example of 

static data; typically, they reflect metrics that can be up to a 

year old. Looking at data from a prior quarter–or the previous 

year in the case of summative assessment data–is not as 

helpful as looking at data from last week.

Administrators and teachers must be able to make easy and 

quick correlations and access comprehensive student profiles 

in an on-demand, data-rich environment. When new data 

becomes available, it must be accessible quickly (e.g., within 24 

hours) to impact instructional modifications and interventions.
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HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

Educators can look at an up-to-date 
and historical profile of student grades, 
attendance, discipline, assessments, and 
more—all to connect the dots, understand 
what is currently affecting student success, 
and develop timely and targeted plans to 
ensure the best student outcomes.
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Drive Change 
and Empower the 
Development of  
New Strategies
Real-time data must support the development of strategies 

and supporting tactics to close achievement gaps. 

Analytics tools must enable educators to mine all the data 

at their disposal to understand underlying issues related 

to student achievement and growth. The most effective 

analytics solutions should present historical and trend 

data in several different ways, such as graphs, matrices, 

aggregated and disaggregated information, and more. 

In short, teachers and administrators need access to 

comprehensive data—presented in many different 

formats—to see the entire picture of their students and 

begin to effect change.
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HOW ELEVATE K-12 

ANALYTICS DELIVERS

Elevate K-12 Analytics enables users 
to perform queries about the data on 
individuals or groups, which is essential to 
understanding achievement gaps and what 
might be done to eliminate them.
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We are thrilled with the way data from our 

disparate data sources comes together in 

one place. The dashboards, scorecards 

and watchlists provide insights into student 

performance that otherwise would take much 

longer to realize or run the risk of going 

unnoticed. These visualizations accelerate our 

teachers’ and leaders’ ability to make data-driven 

decisions that help our students succeed.

JONATHAN HULBURT
Director of Accountability and School Transformation, 

East Central Independent School District
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Conclusion
Today’s educators believe that knowing their students 

well is critical to teaching and, ultimately, boosting student 

achievement. By becoming data-driven and gaining 

valuable insights into information related to students’ 

academic, social, behavioral, and cultural experiences, 

teachers can significantly improve the learning experience 

and drive student success.
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Elevate K-12 Analytics is designed to deliver real-time, 

actionable insights by bringing together data from key 

district data sources for a comprehensive picture of 

all students. With powerful, predefined dashboards, 

charts, and visuals, teachers and district leaders can 

make data-informed decisions and effectively measure, 

manage, and improve student outcomes.  

Are You Ready to 
Become Data-Driven? 
Learn more about how 
Elevate K-12 Analytics 
can help turn data into 
insights to improve 
education outcomes or 
request a demo.

https://certicasolutions.com/solutions/data-analytics-education-dashboards/
https://certicasolutions.com/about/contact/


Powering the 
World’s Smartest 
Classrooms.
Instructure is an education technology company dedicated to helping 

everyone learn together. We amplify the power of teaching and elevate the 

learning process, leading to improved student outcomes. Today, Instructure 

supports more than 30 million educators and learners at more than 6,000 

organizations around the world. 

The Instructure Learning Platform makes learning more personal and 

student success more equitable by delivering the solutions you need to 

support, enrich, and connect every aspect of teaching and learning. in 

addition to Elevate by Instructure, the Instructure Learning Platform includes:

Canvas by Instructure: providing a robust foundation for teaching 

and learning—both in and out of the classroom—for all students, while 

seamlessly integrating with other learning tools. 

Mastery by Instructure: bringing together the assessment tools and quality 

content educators need to implement a successful assessment program that 

drives learning forward.

Impact by Instructure: helping teachers and students adopt educational 

technology to promote deeper engagement with learning.

Learn more at https://www.instructure.com/k-12.


