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THE STATE OF 
ASSESSMENT 

RESEARCH STUDY AND TRENDS

K-12 Assessment is Evolving

We’ve witnessed a shift in the K-12 assessment 

landscape, with the pandemic serving as a 

catalyst for redefining when and how best to 

evaluate student knowledge and progress.

What Does This Mean for  
Assessment Moving Forward?

We partnered with Hanover Research to find 

out directly from educators what they had to 

say about the role, value, and future outlook of 

K-12 assessment.

It’s time to lessen our reliance on high-stakes assessments.

They are critical to knowing exactly where students are in their learning journey.

Having the right tech is key to effectively using data to improve outcomes.

Assessment plays an integral role in understanding the needs of students. Multiple 
measures provide meaningful data that can validate where learning is happening.

Assessing alone isn’t enough–educators need to be able to access the right data at the 
right time to make instructional decisions, design student interventions, and self-reflect.

And focus on empowering teachers to transform how they use data-driven 
assessment to fuel student success.  

Administrators and teachers feel 

that assessments should take a 

minor to moderate role in their school 

accountability system.

Educators unanimously agree on the 

top three most important attributes 

for evaluating assessments: reliability, 

validity, and quality of assessment items.

Assessment, designed and delivered effectively, can and should assist teachers 
and students in identifying next steps in their learning and/or instruction.

—K-12 EDUCATOR

As we move forward, assessment really needs to help us drive instruction and 
simply answer the question: where do you go from here?

—K-12 EDUCATOR

Educators are more likely to use formative and 

interim assessment than summative assessments to 

inform instruction.

Administrators and teachers are primarily 

responsible for reviewing and analyzing 

assessment results.

6 LESSONS LEARNED

A BALANCED ASSESSMENT 
APPROACH IS A WIN-WIN

HIGH-QUALITY, RELIABLE 
ASSESSMENTS REALLY MATTER

THE RIGHT TECHNOLOGY 
MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE

THERE’S MORE THAN ONE WAY TO 
MEASURE AND DRIVE LEARNING

ASSESSMENT DATA FUELS 
IMPACTFUL INSTRUCTION

WE SHOULD FOSTER A POSITIVE 
ASSESSMENT CULTURE

Only 55% of educators 

positively perceive state 

summative assessments–

likely due to their high-

stakes nature and the 

anxiety they induce for both 

teachers and students.

Most educators are creating 

their own assessments, 

but when they do look to 

license vendor-created 

assessments, a vendor’s 

reputation is very or 

extremely important.

Of educators administer 

online assessments and 

are particularly interested in 

student mastery of learning 

standards, real-time data 

delivery, and aligning content 

to learning standards.

55%

66%

82%

LESSON #1

LESSON #3

LESSON #5

LESSON #2

LESSON #4

LESSON #6

   Assessment should be a seamless part of the learning process. Use it as a tool to 
guide learning rather than a reflection of learning outcomes or achievement.

   Ensure an assessment is based on a research-backed, statistically-driven assessment 
model and that items on assessments are tightly aligned to state standards. 

   Prioritize technology that provides teachers with data in an intuitive, visual way so 
they can see how students are mastering skills and adjust lessons accordingly.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

INTERIM ASSESSMENT
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INFORMING INSTRUCTION

ADMINISTRATORS

DESIGNING INTERVENTIONS

TEACHERS

EVALUATING EFFICACY
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In the classroom, teachers mostly 

assess to better understand 

students’ individual needs and 

improvement areas.

Of educators say that their schools provide 

training and support to help teachers 

improve assessment data literacy.

Of educators describe a strong assessment-

focused culture at their school.

Technology that can gather data into 

comprehensive reports would be helpful 

for the 50% of administrators who desire 

a bird’s eye view of performance at the 

district and school level.

50%

A BALANCED ASSESSMENT APPROACH:

✓ ✓

✓ ✓

Is Student-Centric Drives Learning Forward

Empowers Teachers with the 
Right Information

Actually Improves  
Student Outcomes

THE TIME TO 
TRANSFORM OUR 
ASSESSMENT 
APPROACH IS NOW.
Educators across the country are being 

intentional about how they reshape their views 

of assessment. Our hope is that educators will 

keep these six trends front of mind as they plan 

assessment strategies and continue to improve 

the learning journey for all students.

READ THE RESEARCH TODAY

Read the Full 
Research Report 
Here.

Learn more at www.instructure.com/k-12.

   Embrace assessments for learning. Make formative 
assessments a part of everyday classroom experiences.

   Commit to moving past collecting data to actually using 
assessment data for continuous improvement.

   Provide teachers ongoing support through PLCs and meaningful PD opportunities to 
increase adoption of data-driven, impactful assessment strategies.

How Are Educators Harnessing the Power 
of Assessment Data Today?

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/k12-school-districts-state-assessments-education-trends-study#main-content
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