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Assessment 
Fundamentals
Assessments play an integral role in understanding the 

educational needs of students, and teachers rely on 

assessments to identify students’ mastery of standards and 

skills. At the same time, no one wants to over-test kids. That 

means when assessments are administered, they need to 

effectively measure student progress and provide the insights 

needed to drive learning forward.

For assessments to inform instruction and positively impact 

student learning, districts must find effective, quality 

assessment solutions that meet all stakeholders’ needs—

students, teachers, and administrators. But what makes an 

assessment high quality? Some of the essential features 

include alignment to standards, rigor, validity, reliability, and the 

ability to generate actionable, meaningful results.

With a clearer understanding of high-quality assessments, you 

can begin evaluating assessment programs to find the solution 

that best meets the needs of your school or district. In this 

guide, we’ll present five key considerations to help you get 

started with your evaluation, along with guiding questions you’ll 

want to answer as you begin your search.

1.  Does the assessment provide meaningful and actionable 

insights into student progress that can inform instruction?

2.  Does the assessment reflect the rigor and learning 

standards coverage of the state summative test?

3.  Do you have the ability to configure the assessment to your 

scope and sequence?

4.  Is the assessment predictive of end-of-year standardized 

assessment outcomes? 

5. Are new benchmarks available every year so that teachers 

can use the current test as a tool for reteaching?
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Does the assessment 
provide meaningful and 
actionable insights into 
student progress that can 
inform instruction?   
For too long, educators have had to rely on end-of-year 

testing data to gauge their students’ knowledge. The problem? 

Summative assessment data is only available to teachers 

when it’s too late to use that data to inform instruction and 

improve student outcomes. Because summative assessments 

don’t provide teachers with the timely or relevant data they 

need to gauge progress, identify students’ learning needs, or 

adjust instruction, districts continue to shift to a more balanced 

approach to assessment.

Data-driven instruction and personalized learning depend 

on actionable assessment data. Meaningful assessment data 

provides the information teachers need to determine where 

students are in their learning and whether they are mastering 

grade-level learning standards by delivering a snapshot of what 

students know and don’t know and comparing that data to what 

they should know. When teachers have access to and understand 

this assessment data, they are positioned to make decisions that 

inform instruction and positively affect student outcomes.

When evaluating interim or benchmark assessments, it’s 

important to choose an assessment that will provide teachers 

with reliable, timely data that gives the context needed to make 

impactful instructional decisions, drive personalized learning 

plans, and determine which students need additional support.
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How the Mastery 
View Predictive 
Assessments Deliver
Mastery View Predictive Assessments, formerly the CASE 

Assessments, are designed to provide a consistent, clear picture 

of a student’s current understanding of the curriculum and to 

simplify the process of identifying areas of strength and need 

for each student, class, and school. The Mastery View Predictive 

Assessments identify what students know—and what they 

can do—and provide teachers with actionable data to inform 

instruction. Assessment results are available within 72 hours 

and provide teachers with comprehensive, accessible data 

and reports to make impactful instructional decisions, guide 

interventions, and personalize the student’s learning experience. 

KEY EVALUATION QUESTIONS

n  Is the assessment designed to provide a clear 
depiction of student understanding, strengths, 
and areas for improvement?

n  Are the assessment results accurate, reliable, 
and actionable?

n  Is assessment data available in a timely 
manner, when it can actually impact learning?
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The [Mastery View Predictive] Assessments 

provide teachers with actionable data they can 

use to immediately intervene and accelerate 

student success. Coupled with formative 

assessment and the power of effective 

professional learning communities (PLCs), the 

data is an invaluable resource that provides 

teachers with the information they need to 

break down barriers to student learning.

JEFF MCCOY
Associate Superintendent for Academics  
at Greenville County Schools, SC
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Does the assessment 
reflect the rigor and 
learning standards 
coverage of the state 
summative test?  
Too often, national benchmarks test only a generic set of 

skills and don’t focus on mastery of learning standards. 

For assessments to have a meaningful impact on student 

learning, teachers must have confidence in the quality 

and rigor of the assessment and its alignment to state 

learning standards. The problem is, not all assessments 

are created equal. So how do educators determine which 

assessments will be the most effective in measuring 

student progress? 

When deciding on an assessment solution, it’s essential 

to choose an assessment that is designed using a proven 

development process. The assessment should be tightly 

aligned to the most up-to-date state learning standards, 

so the results reflect the proficiency of standards mastery 

for each student. The assessment should also reflect the 

rigor of state summative tests through things like text 

complexity, vocabulary, a balance of items with varying 

Depth of Knowledge, and plausible answer choices. An 

effective interim or benchmark assessment should require 

students to recall information, apply concepts and skills, 

and justify thinking.
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KEY EVALUATION QUESTIONS

n  Is the assessment based on and aligned to the 
most up to date state standards?

n  Does the assessment reflect the length, 
design, and difficulty of the state tests, 
including item type and variety?

n  Are the items developed and assessments 
designed using a proven, rigorous process?



There are so many assessment programs out 

there that it can be challenging to find the 

resources that best meet the needs of our 

students and teachers. I’ve been extremely 

satisfied with the rigor and alignment of the 

Mastery Benchmarks, and am confident that 

we are using the highest-quality assessments 

to accelerate student success.

CARI ANN NICHOLSON
Elementary Principal at Delta  
Charter School in Ferriday, LA

How the Mastery 
View Predictive 
Assessments Deliver
Based on the state-specific learning standards and designed 

using state summative assessment blueprints, Mastery View 

Predictive Assessments closely modeled the difficulty, length, 

and item type distribution for each custom assessment. The 

Assessments align to the specific state learning standards 

for the grade level or content area being measured and 

are developed to demonstrate the level of rigor needed to 

embody the full range of expectations in the state learning 

standards.

The stringent, multi-step Mastery assessment development 

process ensures items and assessments are designed, 

developed, and formatted to guarantee rigor, standards 

alignment, and comprehensive coverage of the content 

standards for each grade level and subject. As part of the 

development process, our team continuously analyzes state-

released tests, blueprints and other state-authored curriculum 

support documents.
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Do you have the 
ability to configure the 
assessment to your own 
scope and sequence?  
While students are measured and evaluated on mastery of 

state standards, districts have local control and choice over 

curriculum and pacing. As such, district leaders would be 

well-served to seek interim assessments that best meet their 

unique needs and can be tailored to match their particular 

instructional scope and sequence for maximal relevance to 

students’ learning. 

By aligning your interim assessments to your district’s 

pacing, each assessment efficiently and effectively 

addresses the exact standards that have been covered over 

a period of time, resulting in highly actionable classroom 

data that gives teachers a clear picture of students’ standard 

mastery. With this data, teachers get a view into student 

levels of understanding, which students require intervention, 

and which standards may need reteaching.
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How the Mastery 
View Predictive 
Assessments Deliver
The Mastery Benchmark Assessments follow a 

recommended scope and sequence or can be tailored to 

match a district’s pacing guide. Customizing the Mastery 

View Predictive Assessments to a district-defined scope and 

sequence ensures the assessment reflects the standards 

students have learned, so strengths and learning gaps can 

be easily identified. Items in the tailored assessments are 

chosen based on the number of standards covered during a 

specific period and the state’s blueprints, and items for each 

standard are varied in difficulty, thinking skill required, and 

concepts covered. 

KEY EVALUATION QUESTIONS

n  Does the assessment align to your pacing 
and fit within your instructional cycle?

n  Does the assessment reflect the standards 
that students have actually learned?

n  Will the assessment help me to ensure that 
students are being assessed efficiently and 
effectively?
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Using the [Mastery View Predictive] 

Assessments provides an effective way to see 

if our instruction is at the level of rigor needed 

to perform well on state tests, a means to 

ensure curriculum alignment to our pacing, to 

determine individual and class wide mastery 

of those standards taught each quarter, and 

to also help us focus intervention efforts.

VICKI H. KIRBY
Instructional Coach at Latta  
Elementary School, SC
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Is the assessment 
predictive of summative 
assessment outcome? 
While the perceived value of standardized tests has decreased 

dramatically—only 29% of parents and teachers feel high-

stakes testing is an important measurement of student 

success, according to our recent survey—most states are 

still using traditional summative end-of-year assessments. 

These assessments place a heavy burden on teachers 

and administrators to prepare students for a high-stakes 

assessment environment, and many students feel tremendous 

pressure to perform. How can districts create an assessment 

program that eases the stress associated with state-mandated 

tests and enhances student outcomes?

Many districts include interim or benchmark tests in their 

assessment program to gauge student progress, monitor 

standards mastery, and predict students’ end-of-year 

proficiency and performance on state tests. When implemented 

thoughtfully, interim assessments can be an effective tool for 

teachers and students preparing for state assessments.

Educators have many choices when it comes to assessment. 

Still, not all interims and benchmarks are truly predictive of 

students’ performance on state summative assessments, 

nor do they fully measure what students have learned at a 

point in time. When evaluating assessments, it’s important to 

understand the approach to test construction, which plays 

a critical role in the predictability of summative outcomes. 

Assessments that closely model a particular state’s summative 

assessment blueprint will likely provide strong correlations 

between assessment results and students’ end-of-year 

performance.
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How the Mastery 
View Predictive 
Assessments Deliver
The Assessments can be used to help predict student 

performance on state-administered assessments. Because the 

benchmarks closely follow states’ assessment blueprints, strong 

and positive correlations exist between assessment scores and 

students’ achievement on state summative tests. The validity of 

the predictions of summative outcomes is clear, with the Mastery 

proficiency predictability rate ranging from 91.9% accurate to 

95.0% accurate.  

KEY EVALUATION QUESTIONS

n  Does the assessment mirror the state 
summative blueprints?

n  Are there proven correlations between 
assessment scores and students’ 
achievement on state tests?

n  Is predictability backed by research? 
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https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/k12/the-state-of-teaching-and-learning-in-k-12-education-ebook


There are not many assessment 

programs out there that truly 

meet the needs of our students. 

Using the Mastery View Predictive 

Assessments, we saw a minimum 

of a 10% increase in one year in 

the number of students scoring 

proficient and advanced on the 

state assessment.

CHRISTOPHER J. WILLIAMS, SR., PH.D
Assistant Superintendent at Ocean Springs  
School District, MS

Choosing 
Effective Benchmark 
Assessments



Are new benchmarks 
available every year, so 
teachers can use the 
current test as a tool for 
reteaching? 
Our approach to assessment needs to shift from an emphasis 

on results to a focus on the opportunity to help students 

learn. Assessments should be viewed as a way for students to 

demonstrate what they know and, perhaps more importantly, 

where they might need more help. 

Districts that adopt this approach need to consider how they 

implement it in practice. All too often, after administering 

district-wide interim assessments, only the results are provided 

to teachers; the tests themselves are saved for future use. In 

order to adjust instruction based on interim assessment results, 

teachers need to have access to the assessment to review and 

unpack the questions students struggle with. 
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KEY EVALUATION QUESTIONS

n  When and how can the assessments be 
shared with teachers?

n  Are new benchmark assessments designed 
every year?

n  Are assessment items reused on benchmarks 
each year? 

How the Mastery  
View Predictive 
Assessments Deliver
The Mastery View Predictibve Assessments are a tool used to 

help teachers identify individual student needs and develop 

individualized learning plans. To facilitate this, teachers 

have access to the Benchmarks once test results have been 

submitted. Districts are encouraged to allow teachers to keep 

the Benchmarks to better understand which questions students 

struggled with. New assessments are designed with new items 

each year, so teachers can maintain access to completed 

assessments after receiving their students’ results and use them 

as an instructional tool.
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Our district has seen significant academic 

gains over the past few years, and our use 

of Mastery View Predictive Assessments 

has supported our efforts. We use the 

assessments as a means to gauge student 

academic progress, and we are pleased with 

the data that it provides in helping to inform 

core instruction and remediation/enrichment.

RHONDA C. SCHUHLER, ED.D.
Superintendent at Franklin County Schools, NC
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About Mastery View 
Predictive Assessments 
Now you can measure and accelerate student learning and 

academic progress with effective, reliable assessments. Mastery 

View Predictive Assessments are rigorous, predictive benchmarks 

that clearly depict content knowledge, standards mastery, and 

preparedness for end-of-year tests. Using the benchmarks, 

educators benefit from valuable and timely data to guide 

instruction, determine and apply effective interventions, and 

personalize learning. 

n  When and how can the assessments be shared with teachers?

n  Tightly aligned to the state learning standards  

and formatted to look and feel like the state summative 

assessments

n  Reflect the proficiency of standards for each student, so 

teachers can easily identify strengths and potential learning 

gaps 

n  Require students to recall information, apply concepts and 

skills, make judgments, justify thinking, analyze data, and draw 

conclusions

n  Like state tests, provide rigor through text complexity, 

vocabulary, balance of DOK, and plausible answer choices

n  Developed by experienced educators and curriculum experts
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Mastery by Instructure brings together the assessment 

tools and quality content educators need to implement a 

successful assessment program. 

Learn more about 
how our assessment 
offerings—including 
the Mastery View 
Predictive Assessments 
and the Mastery 
Connect assessment 
management system—
drive learning forward 
and positively impact 
student success.

https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/assessment
https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/case-assessment
https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/case-assessment
https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/masteryconnect
https://www.instructure.com/product/k-12/masteryconnect


Powering the 
World’s Smartest 
Classrooms.
Instructure is an education technology company dedicated to helping 

everyone learn together. We amplify the power of teaching and elevate the 

learning process, leading to improved student outcomes. Today, Instructure 

supports more than 30 million educators and learners at more than 6,000 

organizations around the world. 

The Instructure Learning Platform makes learning more personal and 

student success more equitable by delivering the solutions you need to 

support, enrich, and connect every aspect of teaching and learning. The 

Instructure Learning Platform includes:

Canvas by Instructure: providing a robust foundation for teaching 

and learning—both in and out of the classroom—for all students, while 

seamlessly integrating with other learning tools. 

Mastery by Instructure: bringing together the assessment tools and quality 

content educators need to implement a successful assessment program that 

drives learning forward.

Elevate by Instructure: improving the use of data and technology to help 

solve district challenges and give educators the information they need to 

make impactful decisions.

Impact by Instructure: helping teachers and students adopt educational 

technology to promote deeper engagement with learning.

Learn more at https://www.instructure.com/k-12.

https://www.instructure.com/k-12

