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6 Reasons to Use the Canvas LMS for the Face-to-Face Learning Modality

By using the same LMS across the institution, the governing 
body can better scale the quality of instruction, learners have a 
consistent experience across classes and academic terms. An LMS 
can also provide institutions with real-time data so that educators 

solely on end-of-year data.

Build a foundation for digital learning

Using Canvas LMS to centralise learning means all online learning 
tools are connected in one place, so learners can focus on the 
content, not the technology. Continued use of an LMS means that 
learning can continue outside of the physical classroom. Learners 
can easily access materials from anywhere, whether they have to 
be away or need to transition to distance learning.

Leverage last year’s investments

During the pandemic, investment in educational technology - both 
software and devices - was essential. Educators have made a huge 
investment of time to move their materials and instruction online, 
and now they can build on that work.

Enhance collaboration

Classrooms without technology are bound to the time in the 
physical classroom for collaboration. Using technology makes 
learners and educators accessible beyond the confines of the 
building, whether through Zoom or Teams meetings virtually or 
using Google Docs to work together on a project. Both foster 
collaboration and comments, version history, and activity in 
these tools inform teachers about who is contributing and who 
needs to engage.

Personalise learning

Many learners are open to online and blended learning and have 
embraced technology tools that allow everyone to stay connected, 
organised, and on the same page. An LMS also provides 
opportunities for educators to deliver learning experiences that 
support diverse learners and multiple learning styles.

return to the physical classroom. The Canvas LMS makes it easy to 

gain autonomy to access educational content on their own, whether 
they need to go back to review something or advance their learning.

20 Ways to Use Canvas 
for Face-to-Face Learning
Actionable tips and tricks from educators who 
use Canvas to drive in-person learning
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20 Ways to Use Canvas in an In-Person Classroom

1. Create deeper dialogues by asking learners to post their 
thoughts using Discussions; this gives learners who may be 
hesitant to speak up in class a voice.

2. Learn from your peers and get course content ideas 
from Canvas Commons, a learning object repository that 
enables educators to find, import, and repurpose content 
from other educators.

3. Start class with a quick check-in quiz to gauge understanding of 
the previous day’s content to direct the lesson for that day.

4. Post a rubric in Canvas and ask learners to review it and 
check for areas they can improve before submitting their 
work. In this way, they will always know exactly what they 
will be evaluated on.

5. Use Quizzes as a survey tool to gather input from the class.

6. Use Quizzes to show your learners how much they’ve 
grown by comparing results at the beginning and end of 
an instructional period.

7. Use the To-Do List and calendar for learners to stay organised 
and manage their time and obligations.

8. Organise all the material and information in one place: 
support yourself with Canvas so that your learners have all the 
information centralised.

9. Save time migrating your course from the previous 
academic year to the new one, simply update activity 
dates or add new ones.

10. Learners can complete assignments in class using Google 
or Microsoft tools.

11. Ask learners to complete assignments on their own; use a stop 
sign graphic on a page, or an image embedded into the Module 
to clearly indicate starting and stopping points.

12. Optimise the time your educators spend grading and use 
Speedgrader to assess presentations in real-time.

13. Use Canvas Credentials to make custom badges for learners as 
they achieve mastery of skills and contents.

14. Create videos with Canvas Studio or import them from 
YouTube and ask learners to watch a series of videos based 
on their specific needs or interests; ask them to record 
their response digitally in Canvas or with paper and pencil. 
This allows learners to improve their understanding and 
motivates them to express their ideas.

15. Provide different ways of digesting learning materials to 
provide an equitable experience, giving learners the option to 
read, watch a video, listen to the teacher read the directions—
whatever best supports their learning style.

16. Use Groups to have teams to work collaboratively on 
projects and assignments. Posting a short video that explains 
assignments or works through problems, so learners can 
progress at their own pace.

17. Jumpstart blended learning in Canvas by creating 
Announcements, leveraging the Calendar and adding a 
class resource Module so learners can access what they 
need from everywhere.

18. Motivate your learners to study independently outside of 
the classroom by uploading course materials in Canvas and 
enabling them to review it on their desktop or mobile devices.

19. Divide learners into mastery groups and have them complete 
an assigned Pathway that matches their level of understanding.

20. Allow learners to download course modules while they have 
wifi connectivity so that they will be able to access it offline or if 
they do not have internet access at home or while commuting.
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